South African tuberculosis mortality data--showing the first sign of the AIDS epidemic?
To report on the magnitude and distribution of registered tuberculosis (TB) mortality rates in South Africa for 1994 and 1995 in the context of changes in overall mortality registration. Retrospective analysis of routinely collected data. The South African population. Deceased persons with death certificates stating TB as cause of death. Age-adjusted mortality rates for all causes and for TB. There are large, and to some extent unexpected, variations in registered TB mortality in South Africa. For the country as a whole TB mortality has risen from 38 to 53 per 100,000 for males and from 15 to 23 per 100,000 for females for the years 1994 to 1995. In the Eastern Cape TB deaths account for 10% of registered male deaths and 7% of registered female deaths. The two provinces that have the highest HIV prevalence among women attending antenatal clinics, namely KwaZulu-Natal and North West, recorded increases in registered TB deaths of 100% and 75% respectively for males, and 130% and 74% respectively for females. TB deaths among younger women appear to have risen particularly fast in these two provinces. Nationally the proportion of extrapulmonary tuberculosis (ETB) has risen from 5.2% to 7.4% of all TB deaths, pointing to an increase in HIV-related TB deaths. The deficiencies and changes in the vital registration system make it difficult to draw firm conclusions from these data, but there is an alarming increase in TB mortality that is unlikely to be an artefact of the data alone. Some of the increase in TB mortality is likely to be due to misreporting of cause of death of AIDS patients. An audit should be conducted to investigate the enormous disparities between vital registration TB mortality, and TB deaths recorded under the TB notification system.